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 Citizens for 
    Common Sense  Aug. 2020 
 Seeking government that is responsible and responsive to taxpayers in St. Joseph County, IN 

 

When Government, 
State or Local, 

Exceeds Its Authority 
What Is a Citizen to Do? 

 
It’s just a mask.  All you have to do is cover half your face whenever you are trying to 
socially interact, block part of your visual field for things at desk level or below waist level 
when walking, keep yourself from taking a deep breath free of excess carbon dioxide 
when you need to, overheat or get headaches when doing strenuous labor, make your 
kids wear them even though they are almost guaranteed to be immune, and keep 
wearing masks even though experts cannot agree whether it is a good idea, but all of us 
are under threat of fines or jail time because our state and local governments have 
thrown individual liberties to the wind in violation of the US Constitution. 
                                                             

1) It is Time to Speak Out to Our County Officials! – see inside 

2) It’s time to get Word to our Fellow Citizens – see inside  
3) It May Soon Be Time to Take Legal Action -- see inside 
 

UnmaskTyranny.com 
 
  



Citizens for Common Sense, Inc. / PO Box 226 / Granger, IN 46530 /  Kelly Havens – Sec’y-Treas.  / 272-7606 / www.citizensforcommonsense.info 

Questions about This Virus 
 
We can’t even get the straight story on 
how dangerous this virus might be.  What 
we are getting is constant case counts and 
death counts, and when you stack them up 
against a typical year of flu viruses, it looks 
worse than usual.  But how much worse?  
Enough to justify shutting down our 
economy and turning neighbor against 
neighbor by mandating we all wear a 
particular piece of apparel? 
 
What if case numbers are climbing merely 
because we are doing more testing?  What 
if we have really all been exposed already 
so the death rate is far smaller than it 
appears?  We are already hearing that 
deaths are being recorded as COVID 
merely because the virus is present, 
whether or not it played a role (e.g., the 
guy in the motorcycle accident).  What if 
this virus is only 10% more fatal than last 
year’s flu?  Or 20%? Or 30%? 
 
At what point do we shift from doing what 
we did in all the previous years, i.e., 
NOTHING. to a full-scale economic and 
social shut-down, closing businesses, 
putting people out of work, forcing stores to 
put up barriers or alter hours and floor 
layouts, disallowing church services, 
parties or meetings, and shaming, fining, 
or jailing anyone refusing to wear a mask? 
 
Doesn’t this all seem out of perspective? 

St. Joe County Mask Ordinance 
 
Back in April, the St. Joseph County Board of Health 
issued an order requiring that masks be worn in the 
county wherever social distancing could not be 
maintained.  Most stores, churches, restaurants, and 
private citizens followed the order but some did not. 
 
Now the Health Department is seeking to put some 
teeth into the order.  Although every time they present 
it, they talk exclusively about business owners making 
sure their employees are wearing masks, the language 
of the ordinance says PERSONS or Businesses 
throughout. 
 
This means that a person could be fined – up to 
$250 – for walking into a business or other public 
place without a mask! 
 
Some people have apparently been filing complaints 
about businesses that have employees not wearing 
masks.  What if someone filed a complaint about an 
individual not wearing a mask?  What if such a person 
had it out for someone and just waited for a moment 
when that person was meeting with a group of friends?  
How far could this go to pit neighbor against neighbor? 
 
And who is to enforce this?  The health department!  
And if you don’t pay the fine, you can be called into 
court.  What kind of public reaction are these health 
officers going to get from the citizenry at large? 
 
Additionally, there is no sunset clause on this order – 
i.e., no specified end to masks being required.  It was 
originally tied to the Governor’s orders, but now any 
reference to the Governor has been removed! 
 
HIPAA Violations 
Exceptions are made in the order for children under 2, 
and for people with medical conditions.  However, if 
the medical condition is not immediately obvious, these 
people are to be carrying a physician’s statement. 
 
How long before employers or even just random 
bystanders are asking us for details about our medical 
conditions?  These are HIPAA and ADA violations 
carrying thousands of dollars in fines just for asking!  
They can also trigger a lawsuit against the County. 
 

Let your fellow citizens know!  Talk it up!  
Write a letter to the editor of the Tribune!  
Call in to WMNC!       Pass out our “zine.”      
Help us fund some week-placed billboards! 
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What Happens Next? 
 
Finally realizing they don’t have the authority to 
create a new law that would fine people for not 
wearing masks, the Health Department has 
submitted an ordinance to the St. Joseph County 
Council asking them to put the order into law. 
 
Step 1.  Committee Meeting – Tues, July 28 
This has already happened.  The Health Dept. 
made its presentation, again making it sound like 
it only applied to business owners and their 
employees.  The Council then asked for a 
suspension of the rules so this could be fast-
tracked – skipping Step 2 below – so a vote could 
be taken on the ordinance in August, cutting out a 
whole month for the public to study the ordinance 
and prepare any protest actions.  Fortunately, 
Councilman Mark Root refused to suspend the 
rules (It had to be unanimous), so we still have 
until September 15 to research and prepare.  
Root also got the Health Dept. to acknowledge 
that individuals could indeed be fined for 
walking into a business without a mask. 
 
Step 2.  First Reading – Tues, August 11 
This is the public’s official notice that a bill is under 
consideration.  The bill should be made available 
for public view at this time (it has not been so far.)  
We can’t speak about the bill at this meeting. 
 
Step 3.  Public Hearing – Tues, September 8 
This is when the public hearing would take place.  
Citizens are generally given 3 minutes in which to 
speak.  Currently masks are required whenever 
you are not 6 feet from others in the Council 
chambers.  We might also be able to attend and 
speak remotely.  This has yet to be decided. 
 
Step 4.  Commissioners Mtg -  Tues, October 6 
Our 3 County Commissioners (executive branch)  
could vote to veto the bill.  The public is normally 
allowed to address their meeting.  
 
Step 5.  County Council Mtg – Tues, Oct.13 
The Council could overturn the veto.  Requires 6 
of the 9 to vote in favor.  At this point, they are 
leaning that way.  Public input is unlikely. 
 

REGARDING COURT ACTION 
 
Citizens in several nearby states have 
taken their governors and/or local 
governments to court over abuse of 
authority.  Dozens of mayors and county 
officials have assumed authority to close 
and/or fine businesses, and require masks 
and social distancing when none of these 
executives have the authority to do so.  
According to the US Constitution, that kind 
of authority exclusively rests in the 
legislative body – i.e. Congress, state 
legislature, or a city or county council. 
 
The Indiana Constitution also specifies that 
only our General Assembly can make such 
laws.  Even then, they are subject to the 
other provisions of the Constitution such 
that any violation of individual liberties can 
lead to sanction by our courts.  Yet no one 
in Indiana has thus far challenged the 
governor for assuming the ability to close 
businesses! 
 
And what about threatening fines or jail 
time to people not wearing masks?  You’ll 
notice our State Attorney General Curtis 
Hill sounded out about that one, and within 
a day the fines and jail time had 
disappeared from the governor’s order. 
 
Just last week, however, a West Lafayette 
man has sued his mayor over the city’s 
mask ordinance, claiming injury from the 
ordinance.  This is what we need to be 
prepared to do here if the St. Joe County 
Health Department persists with its 
ordinance.  We should gather funds now 
for a potential actionable lawsuit against 
the County if this ordinance if it passes. 
(See HIPAA Violations, prev. page)  
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What Can You Do? 
 
The vast majority of us are trying to be considerate of people who are at risk.  Many of us, however, are 
also feeling comfortable mingling with groups of people under various conditions depending on the 
environment, the age of the people involved, whether or not we have already had the virus, etc. 
 

If you feel that individual citizens should be free 
to follow the guidance of the health department 

using their best judgment 
and should not be subject to fines, 
and/or that individual businesses 

should be given the discretion 
to cater to people wanting strict mask adherence 

or, alternatively, to cater to customers less concerned, 
then you need to take action. 

 

1) Please call or email our County Council members and Commissioners. They will respond! 

2) Please write a letter to the editor of the Tribune and/or call in to Casey’s program on WMNC. 

3) Get our zine (a business-card sized booklet) to hand to like-minded individuals w/o masks.  

4) Prepare to attend and ideally speak at the County Council meeting Sept. 8 (see below).. 

5) Contribute to our Billboard fund to get people to our UnmaskTyranny.com website. 

6) Contribute to our court fund.  We have an attorney prepared to take the County to court 

immediately if and when there is an actionable offense if this ordinance passes. 

 

Have questions?  Need to get more details?  Get on our blog at UnmaskTyranny.com 
 
 
 
Zine →    Attend the County Council Hearing 

on the Mask Fines Ordinance 
Tues, Sept. 8, 6pm 
County-City Building, 4th floor, 

227 West Jefferson, South Bend 
(Corner of Jefferson and Lafayette) 



St. Joe County Contact Info 
 

Make calls.  Send emails. 
Let your elected officials know that you think about mandatory mask-wearing 

and fees on business for non-compliance. 
These are county issues, so the people to talk to are: 

  
ST. JOSEPH COUNTY COUNCIL 

 Robert Kruszynski Corey Noland Richard Pfeil   
 287-1754 273-0603  273-1776 
 rkruszynski@sjcindiana.com  cnoland@sjcindiana.com rich45@pfeilinc.com 
    
 Rafael Morton Diana Hess Mark Telloyan  
 247-4534 315-0714 287-7690 
  rmorton@sjcindiana.com  dhess@sjcindiana.com mtelloyan@sjcindiana.com 
  
 Mark Catanzarite Joseph Canarecci Mark Root 
 232-9112 855-9690 675-1211 
 mcatanzarite@sjcindiana.com  jcanarecci@sjcindiana.com  mroot@sjcindiana.com  
 

ST. JOSEPH COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 Andy Kostielney  Dave Thomas Deb Fleming 
 akostielney@sjcindiana.com dthomas@sjcindiana.com dfleming@sjcindiana.com 
 227 W. Jefferson Phone 235-9534 
 South Bend, IN 46601 sjccom@sjcindiana.com 

 
St. Joseph County Health Department 

County Health Officer Robert Einterz                                                Deputy Health Officer  Mark Fox 
    reinterz@sjcindiana.com    mfox@sjcindiana.com 

                 227 W. Jefferson, South Bend, IN 46601        Phone: 235-9573 
                                                   Office   jparcell@sjcindiana.com             

 
SOUTH BEND TRIBUNE 

 
Voice of the People / South Bend Tribune / 225 W. Colfax Ave. / S.B., IN 46626 

vop@sbtinfo.com 

 
WMNC RADIO SHOW 

 
Casey Hendrickson local news talk show - WMNC radio 3pm – 6 pm / call in to 259-5953 

casey@953mnc.com 
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CITIZENS FOR COMMON SENSE – Mask Order Fight 

Yes, I want to fight a mask order that takes away individual liberties 
Name ______________________________________   Phone number: ___________________ 
Sign me up for email updates at this email: _____________________________________ 
Enclosed is my donation of:    __$25    __ $50    __$100   Other: _____ 
I would like this to go for:         __ Billboards        __  Court Fund        __ Common Sense updates    

Make checks payable to Citizens for Common Sense. Mail to P.O. Box 226 I Granger, IN 46530 
Donations NOT tax-deductible.  
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http://www.citizensforcommonsense.info/
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